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horses learned to fly 
their tails grew into wings 
letters turned to digits 
phones began to ring 
cars come here and take us there 
never leaving us far behind 
technology seems to challenge 
my ever evolving mind

Now Vietnam has come and gone 
history takes its place 
oh, God forgive me for I have sinned 
when I tried to hide my face 
Desert Storm let’s not forget 
the blood that you had shed 
so men and women could return 
to the countries that they fled

And for all the men and women 
who will answer a fatal call 
I say to you I’ll place your name 
upon my strongest wall 
and when at war and we need it most 
our founding fathers will say 
hear ye, hear ye, 
then you’ll hear them pray

Yes I’m fighting hard 
as my father’s son 
so men and women can be free 
that’s why those wars were won 
so it doesn’t really matter 
where you are and when you say 
God bless America 
it’s Independence Day!

Yes, 
God bless America 
it’s Independence Day!
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Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a number of Pittsburgh residents 
who were honored on May 3rd 2003 with 
Bloomfield Citizens Council Awards. 

Every year, the Bloomfield Citizens Council 
gives out these awards to recognize members 
of the community who have improved the 
quality of life in the Bloomfield neighborhood 
of Pittsburgh. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to commend the 2003 award winners for 
their efforts to make Bloomfield a better place 
to live. 

Emil DelCimuto has been selected as the 
recipient of the Mary Cercone Outstanding Cit-
izen Award for his commitment to helping oth-
ers in the community. As a volunteer for the 
Bloomfield Lions Club, the St. Joseph Nursing 
Home, and Meals on Wheels, Mr. DelCimuto 
has dedicated his time and energy to the peo-
ple of Bloomfield. He is also an active member 
of the Bloomfield Preservation and Heritage 
Society and a sports columnist for several 
local newspapers. 

The Distinguished Patriotism Award was 
presented to Raymond Fern. As a Korean War 
Veteran and life member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Mr. Fern is currently Com-
mander of District 29, which has 15,000 mem-
bers. Mr. Fern also became the first Penn-
sylvanian in 25 years to receive the All Star 
Grand Commander of the Military Order of the 
Cootie in 2000 for his strong commitment to 
hospitalized veterans. 

The People of Vision Award was presented 
to David Voelker, Richard Voelker and Marcia 
Deaktor for their financial investments in the 

economic growth and development of Bloom-
field. 

The Bloomfield Citizens Council will present 
two awards for Christmas decorations this 
year. Joe and Toni Surmacy received the 
Keeping Christ in Christmas Award for their 
holiday arrangement with a religious theme, 
and Art and Mary Harrover received the Most 
Outstanding and Completely Decorated Home 
for their detailed Christmas designs. 

In closing, I would like to congratulate the 
recipients of the 2003 Bloomfield Citizens 
Council Awards on their important contribu-
tions to the quality of life in Bloomfield. On be-
half of the residents of Bloomfield and the rest 
of the 14th Congressional District, I thank 
them for their efforts.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
we hear too rarely of our public policy suc-
cesses, because of a natural tendency for 
people to focus on areas where our efforts 
have fallen short of what we sought to 
achieve. 

It is important to examine the policies which 
have not worked well, so that we can change 
them. But when organizations, the media, and 
others pay attention only to failure, the public 
gets a distorted overall picture, and people be-
come unduly pessimistic about our ability to 
achieve important goals through public policy. 

One area in which the private and public 
sectors can work together to produce a very 
favorable current situation is that of the scallop 
fishery. This does not mean that no errors 
were made in the course of this work, and to 
some extent we have seen here a process of 
trial and error. One of the errors we had pre-
viously made was to rely exclusively on 
science conducted by the regulators, and in 
recent years, independent scientific assess-
ment of the fishery has proven to be an ex-
tremely useful tool. 

Today, the scallop fishery is a very success-
ful one. The catch is high, the stock has been 
replenished, the economy of the Greater New 
Bedford area—and other scallop fisheries—
benefits, and, perhaps most importantly, con-
sumers are able to receive a steady supply of 
a food that is both good and good for them. 
Sadly, this success seems, in some cases, to 
have angered some conservationists when it 
should, instead, have given them a sense of 
confidence about our ability to make public 
policy decisions. As the Representative of the 
City of New Bedford, the Town of Fairhaven, 
and other communities in which scallop fishing 
is important, I have had the disappointing ex-
perience of seeing some—by no means all—
environmental organizations take unreason-
able positions, and maintain them even in the 
face of contradictory experience.

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that when we reauthor-
ize the Sustainable Fisheries Act, we build on 
the experience that we have gained in the 
scallop fishery, as well as in other fisheries, 
and make changes in the law that will en-
hance our ability to achieve the public policy 
successes that we have seen in the regulation 
of scalloping. 

In a very comprehensive and thoughtful arti-
cle, our former colleague, Gerry Studds, and 
Dr. Trevor Kenchington, a marine biologist, 
present the story of the success in the scallop 
fishery—as the sub-headline of their article in 
the May 25 issue of the New Bedford Stand-
ard Times correctly notes, ‘‘cooperation be-
tween managers and fishermen has rebuilt 
stocks.’’ 

Those who served with Gerry Studds during 
his twenty four years in the House, including 
his service as Chair of the Committee on Mer-
chant Marine and Fisheries before its aboli-
tion, will not be surprised to read his cogent 
and balanced presentation. As a leading voice 
in this House on the question of fishing, Mr. 
Studds had a major role in bringing about 
many of the achievements chronicled in this 
article, and I am proud as his successor in 
representing the major scallop fishery in Amer-
ican to have been able to carry on his work. 

Because this is a very important issue that 
we will, I hope, be addressing in legislation 
this year, I ask that the very informative article 
‘‘Success With Scallops’’ offered by Mr. 
Studds and Dr. Kenchington and carried in the 
New Bedford Standard Times, be reprinted 
here.

SUCCESS WITH SCALLOPS 
COOPERATION BETWEEN MANAGERS AND 

FISHERMEN HAS REBUILT STOCKS 
(By Trevor J. Kenchington and Gerry E. 

Studds) 
If you thought all living marine resources 

were either severely depleted or on the verge 
of extinction, due to a combination of inef-
fective management and the greed and short-
sightedness of fishermen, you could hardly 
be blamed. After all, that is the message con-
veyed to you day after day in the media—and 
in the fund-raising solicitations of many en-
vironmental groups. 

You might be more than a little surprised, 
therefore, to learn that an immensely valu-
able component of commercial fishing in 
New England and the Mid-Atlantic—the At-
lantic sea scallop fishery—presents a shining 
example of successful management and an 
unprecedented instance of cooperation be-
tween fishermen and managers. 

‘‘The scallop resource on Georges Bank and 
in the Mid-Atlantic region has not only in-
creased dramatically in recent years, but is 
at record high levels and considered fully re-
built,’’ said the Executive Director of the 
New England Fishery Management Council 
last fall. (Heading Toward Recovery: Re-
building New England’s Fisheries, Fall 2002) 

Under these circumstances, you might be 
even more surprised to learn that several en-
vironmental organizations and their allies 
have gone to court again and again to block 
these management efforts. To date, their 
legal challenges have been uniformly unsuc-
cessful. But they have succeeded in tying 
managers and fishermen in expensive, liti-
gious knots. 

Why is it that these groups, among them 
the Conservation Law Foundation and 
Oceans, have painted a target on the backs 
of the scallop fishermen when pinning a 
medal on their chests for innovative, 
proactive citizenship might seem more ap-
propriate? 

Let’s take a closer look, first at the scal-
lops themselves and their importance to the 
country and to local communities, then at 
the recent history of scallop management. 

Scallops feed on the lowest level in the ma-
rine ecosystem—microscopic floating plants. 
Much as cattle turn grass into beef, scallops 
turn natural plant energy into meat. Scallop 
meat is, moreover, nutritious, low fat and a 
prized delicacy when fresh. 
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